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On November 6, 2011, the Sri Lankan Ministry of Mass Media and Information announced that
“any content relating to Sri Lanka” must be registered with the ministry “at the earliest.” The
Free Media Movement (FMM) has stated that websites critical to the government, such as the
opposition party United National Party’s website, the Sri Lanka Guardian, the Paparasi News,
and the Sri Lanka Mirror have been blocked.! The FMM convener, Sunil Jayasekara stated that
this was a brutal attack on the media in Sri Lanka. In addition, the European Union also
expressed their concern over the matter.?

On November 7, 2011, the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, J. Jayalalithaa condemned the Sri Lankan
Navy attacks on the Tamil Nadu fishermen.® However, the Sri Lanka Navy denied any incidents
had taken place between the two parties. On November 8, 2011, a second fishermen assault
incident was reported in Tamil Nadu, in which the fishermen claimed that the Sri Lankan navy
pelted stones at them, and thereafter boarded the vessel and assaulted them with “axe like
weapons™.* In response, the Sri Lankan navy spokesperson, Commander Kosala
Warnakulasuriya stated the Sri Lankan navy would never cause harm to any Tamil Nadu
fishermen or partake in any incidents that would create disputes between the two countries.> On
November 10, 2011, during the 17" SAARC summit in Maldives, the Indian Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, met with his Sri Lankan counterpart, Mahinda Rajapaksa, to discuss the
fishermen issues further.’

On the same day, the Lesson Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) announced that it
was in the final stages of completing the LLRC report. The report is scheduled to be delivered to
the President on November 15, 2011.
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