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Based in Kabul, Afghanistan, CAPS is an independent research centre 
that conducts action-oriented research aimed at influencing policy-
makers in key areas including state building, governance, narcotics, 
conflict resolution and peace building. 
 
With a primary focus on Afghanistan and the region, CAPS works 
towards building local capacity to produce conflict and threat 
assessments. Our local experts track and store data on crucial 
developments in Afghanistan and the region. CAPS is committed to 
offering and facilitating first rate research, training and knowledge 
exchanges on conflicts, people and cultures, as well as violent groups in 
Afghanistan and region. 
 
Dedicated to reducing the threat of political violence, CAPS seeks to 
assist in the development of a sustainable environment that can support 
peace and stability. 
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PoliticsPoliticsPoliticsPolitics    
  
 
Washington backs Afghan hot pursuit into Pakistan 
 
In the American administration’s first significant, if possibly highly selective, approval for the 
cross-border pursuit of “extremists in safe havens” in South Asia, George Bush has said he 
understands Afghan president Hamid Karzai’s frustrations.  
 
Commenting on Karzai’s first-ever threat to send Afghan troops to fight notorious Taliban 
leaders inside Pakistan, Bush told the world media that America’s strategy “is to deny safe haven 
to people who do harm to people, those who murder to achieve political objectives and seek safe 
haven”.  
 
He said “if people are coming from one country to kill innocent people (in another), they (the 
victims’ country) will be concerned”.  
 
Source: Timesofindia.indiatimes.com, 17 Jun 2008 
 
 
I was not aware of Karzai’s statement: Rice 
 
United States Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said on Monday that Afghanistan President 
Hamid Karzai did not discuss his statement on Afghanistan having the right to attack Taliban in 
Pakistan during his meeting with her. She told reporters traveling with her that she and Karzai, 
during their meeting, had only discussed the possibility of setting up more jirgas; trying to 
improve Afghan security forces; and the importance of co-operation between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.  
 
Source: Daily Times, 17 June 2008 
 
 
Kabul to get new Pakistan ambassador  
 
Pakistan has decided to name new Ambassador to Afghanistan after designating incumbent Tariq 
Azizuddin as the Ambassador to Turkey, official sources said here yesterday. Pakistan’s 
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Ambassador to Turkey Lt Gen (R) Iftikhar Shah had been given one-month extension. However, 
he may be availing another week’s stay in the Turkish capital, Ankara. 
Musharraf paid the maximum number of visits to Turkey after the US and Saudi Arabia in the 
years when Shah was Ambassador in Ankara. Pakistan’s outgoing envoy in Kabul was 
kidnapped three months ago when he was on his way to Kabul from Peshawar by road and was 
released by his captors after hectic parleys last month. Tariq has military background and opted 
to resume his job in Kabul immediately after his release instead of getting frightened following 
his captivity.  
 
Source: Gulf Times, 17 June 2008 
 
 
GAO Criticizes U.S. Strategy on Afghan Forces 
 
After six years and $16.5 billion in spending, the Defense and State departments still lack a 
“sustainable strategy” for developing Afghanistan’s army and police force, government auditors 
said yesterday.  A Government Accountability Office report said that despite congressional 
demands, the Bush administration has not provided detailed plans and goals for the effort.  
 
The GAO said the Afghan army, with an authorized force structure of 80,000, now numbers 
about 58,000 and has “difficulties finding qualified candidates for leadership positions.” The 
reenlistment rate was approximately 53 percent, the report said, and only two of 105 army units 
“are assessed as being fully capable of conducting their primary mission.” It said that “no police 
unit is fully capable.”  
 
Source:  Washington post, 19 June 2008  

    
 
Pakistan peace deal behind increase in attacks - Afghan official 
 
An Afghan spokesman on Saturday said that the recent spike in insurgency in Afghanistan was 
the result of a controversial peace deal between Taliban and the government of Pakistan. General 
Zahir Azimi, spokesman for Afghanistan’s Defence Ministry, told a news conference that the 
talks between the two sides had resulted in more attacks on the Afghan side of the border. 
 
Addressing the media gathering, another senior Afghan officer General Sher Mohammad Karimi 
said the casualties mounted due to improvised explosive attacks by the militants. 
 
Giving details about the operation against Taliban in Arghandab district of the strategic 
Kandahar province, Karimi said the Afghan and NATO troops had killed over 90 Taliban there. 
Several villages of the lush green Arghandab district were seized by Taliban and they remained 
in control of the area for three days till they were pushed back as a result of joint operation by 
NATO and Afghan forces. 
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Source: KUNA, 21June 2008   

    
Wood: the Taliban are divided  

The US Ambassador to Afghanistan, William Wood, has said the Taliban have changed tactics – 
from insurgent attacks to “terror” attacks – because the militants are a weaker fighting force this 
year than last. “Our unified assessment in Kabul is that the Taliban is weaker in 2008 than it was 
at the beginning of the fighting season in 2007,” Wood said during a press conference in 
Washington.  

“Admittedly, they are shifting from insurgent tactics to terrorist tactics, and that means there are 
more individual incidents, but they tend to be of smaller scale. “There have been many fewer 
attacks in Kabul, for instance, even at the terrorist level this year than last year.”  

He said the Taliban lacked the Afghan people’s trust, had failed to gain territory, and had lost 
senior commanders and fighters. Opinion is divided within the Taliban’s rank-and-file members 
over the justification of attacking civilian targets, Wood said.  

Source: www.quqnoos.com, 19 June 2008   
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SecuritySecuritySecuritySecurity 

Taliban destroy bridges, plant mines 
 

Afghan officials say that the Taliban militants are destroying bridges and planting mines in 
several villages they control outside southern Afghanistan’s largest city. 

Police officer Sardah Mohammad says more than 700 families — meaning perhaps 4,000 people 
or more — have fled the Arghandab district, 10 miles northwest of Kandahar city. Police on 
Tuesday were stopping and searching every person traveling on the eastern side of the 
Arghandab River. 

Officials say hundreds of Taliban have taken over several villages on the west side of the river. 
Mohammad says the militants are preparing for battle by destroying bridges and planting mines. 
Afghan army officials said they were flying reinforcements to Kandahar from the capital, Kabul. 
 
Source: Yahoo News, 17 June 2008 
 
 
 
Taliban Seizes Seven Afghan Villages 
 
 
Hundreds of Taliban fighters took control of seven villages in southern Afghanistan on Monday 
in what appeared to be a major offensive near the country’s second-largest city, according to 
Afghan officials.  
 
An estimated 500 Taliban fighters swept into several villages in the Arghandab district, about 15 
miles northwest of Kandahar, officials said. Agha Lalai Wali, an official with the government-
sponsored Peace and Reconciliation Commission in Kandahar, said the fighters surged into the 
area Sunday evening, setting up several checkpoints in the district. Wali said local residents had 
reported seeing dozens of fighters believed to be of Pakistani and Arab origins traveling in the 
area in pickup trucks shortly before the incursion.  
 
The Taliban’s seizure of the villages comes three days after an audacious prison break at a 
Kandahar jail, in which an estimated 1,000 to 1,200 prisoners, many of them Taliban fighters, 
escaped.  
 
Source: Candace Rondeaux and Javed Hamdard,Washington Post, 17 June 2008  
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Taliban run four districts in Helmand - official   
 
THE TALIBAN have occupied four districts in the province of Helmand, according to the 
provincial governor Gulab Mangal. The governor said the army was currently trying to re-take 
the districts of Marjar, Baghran, Washer and Naw Zad. A recent US marine-led operation to 
seize control of the Garmser district from the Taliban has forced many residents in the district to 
flee their homes. The local bazaar, Hazar Joft, was destroyed in the intense fighting.  
 
Last year, the Afghan National Army (ANA), and British soldiers took control of the Musa Qala 
district, ten months after Taliban fighters captured the area.  Helmand, which borders Pakistan, is 
one of the country’s most volatile provinces and is where the large majority of Afghan opium is 
produced. The province’s authorities say most of the insurgents present in the province are 
foreign citizens. They say the lack of government control in the border districts has made it easy 
for insurgents and smugglers to cross in and out of the province. The province has about 7,700 
British soldiers based there. 
 
Source: Quqnoos.com, 16 June 2008 
 
German troops in Afghanistan brace for possible suicide attack 
 
According to secret service officials, there are increasing signs of a suicide attack by a German 
Islamist on Bundeswehr soldiers in Afghanistan. Terror investigators on Monday [16 June] said 
in the Afghan capital of Kabul there is corresponding “internal evidence” of the Taliban that 
Islam convert Eric B. from Saarland is heading for one of the Bundeswehr camps for the 
“Islamic Jihad Union” (IJU). According to DDP sources, the Bundeswehr has taken “special 
precautionary measures.” 
 
Terror specialists say the danger of the IJU’s action lies in the fact that Eric B., looking like a 
German citizen and not wearing a beard and Islamic clothing, could get close to the Bundeswehr 
soldiers. The 20-year-old Eric B. some time ago appeared in a martial outfit on the Turkish 
Internet site “Age of Martyrdom,” and praised the suicide attack of 28-year-old Turk Cuneyt 
Ciftci from Germany on 3 March on an American-Afghan barracks in the province of Khost. 
Two US and two Afghan soldiers lost their lives in that attack. 
 
Source: Friedrich Kuhn, ddp,16 June 2008 
 
 
UK to Send Extra Troops to Afghanistan: Brown 
 
Britain is to send additional troops to Afghanistan, Prime Minister Gordon Brown said on 
Monday. “Today Britain will announce additional troops for Afghanistan, bringing our numbers 
in Afghanistan to the highest level,” he told reporters in a joint press conference with U.S. 
President George W. Bush. 
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Five British troops were killed last week, bringing the total number of military deaths in 
Afghanistan since 2001 to 102. 
 
Source: REUTERS, 16 June 2008 
 
 
Karzai’s brother blames jail break on deaf officials  
 
 
Wali Karzai says Taliban prison escape could have been avoided. The Presidents’ brother has 
said he warned the government about Friday’s prison break from Kandahar’s central jail long 
before it happened.  
 
The head of the provincial council, Ahmad Wali Karzai, accused the government of failing to 
listen to his advice, which he said would have prevented hundreds of Taliban inmates from 
escaping the jail.  
 
“We already knew the Taliban had become more active on the way from the Dand district to 
Kandahar prison and we had reported this to the government authorities many times before, but 
the government did nothing and failed to launch operations in the area,” he said.  
 
He said the government should have launched military operations against the Taliban on the road 
between the Dand district and Kandahar.  
 
Source: Qoqnoos, 17 June 2008 
 
 
Taliban win tactical success near Kandahar 
 
The infiltration of hundreds of Taliban militants this week into an area close to Afghanistan’s 
second city was a tactical success for them and a setback for NATO, a NATO general said on 
Wednesday. 
 
Some 800 Afghan government troops, backed by hundreds of mainly Canadian NATO soldiers, 
are fighting 200 to 400 Taliban insurgents who seized seven villages in the Arghandab district, 
just northwest of Kandahar, the regional base for NATO troops. 
 
It is less than a week since the Taliban freed some 1,000 prisoners, including more than 300 of 
their comrades, from a jail in the city after a suicide truck bomber rammed the main gate. 
 
“There are setbacks ... the prison breakout and the Arghandab operation, and there will be 
setbacks in the future,” Canadian Major-General Marc Lessard, commander of NATO forces in 
southern Afghanistan, told Reuters in an interview. 
 
Source: Jon Hemming, Reuters, 18 June 2008 
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Taliban say suicide squad enters Kandahar city 
 
[Taliban spokesman] Qari Yusof Ahmadi: A Fedayeen [self-sacrificing] group of the heroic 
Mujaheddin of the Islamic Emirate, named Khaled bin Walid, has entered the city of Kandahar. 
According to a report, the above-mentioned heroes want to carry out bloody attacks on important 
enemy centres, military convoys and top figurers. 
 
We urgently request all citizens to avoid unnecessary journeys and to keep away from the enemy 
centres. 
 
It is worth pointing out that since the start of heavy face-to-face fighting with the enemy in 
Arghandab District this morning, the leadership of the Islamic Emirate has informed the 
Mujaheddin in Zabul, Ghazni, Wardak, Helmand, Farah and Kandahar provinces to block all the 
highways to the enemy and to carry out bloody attacks on their convoys. 
 
Source: BBC Text of report by Taliban Voice of Jihad website on 18 June 2008 
 



CAPS Weekly Country Report: 16 June to 22 June 2008 
 

Page 9 of 19 

DrugsDrugsDrugsDrugs    
Tajik border post chief detained on drugs charges 

Officers of the Tajik Interior Ministry’s directorate for combating drug trafficking have arrested 
a former chief of a checkpoint of one of the border detachments of the Tajik State National 
Security Committee’s main border troops directorate. A 36-year old native of the [southern] 
town of Kulob, Bahrom Habibov, has been suspected of illegally crossing the state border and 
involvement in drug business. 

The head of the Interior Ministry’s press centre, Mahmadullo Asadulloyev, said that, in the 
course of operational and search measures, police officers detained a resident of Hamadoni 
District, a 26-year-old Nazar Zarifov, with 11.6 kg of heroin in early June. “In the course of 
further investigation it was established that the former border post chief, Habibov, gave him the 
batch of heroin for sale, the source said. 

The Interior Ministry’s representative said that, while being the head of a border checkpoint, 
Habibov illegally crossed the border with Afghanistan this April and returned with heroin from 
there, which was confiscated by officers of the directorate for combating drug trafficking in early 
summer. 

Source: Tajik news agency Asia-Plus website, 16 June 2008  
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ANALYSIS – From an Afghan PerspectiveFrom an Afghan PerspectiveFrom an Afghan PerspectiveFrom an Afghan Perspective 
 

Politics:Politics:Politics:Politics:    
 
The Pak-Afghan Dilemma: A Crude Overview  
 
Despite sharing common culture, similar traditions and the same religion, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan have fluctuating relations marred by cross border infiltration and pronounced 
hostility on both sides. The dominating issues between Pakistan and Afghanistan are the Durand-
line, conflicting strategic interests and currently, the resurgence of Taliban.  
Afghanistan and Pakistan have not come to an agreement over Durand line – Afghan border with 
India by agreement of Kabul convention of 1893 signed by H.M Durand and Ameer Abdur 
Rahman Khan1. According to the Afghan officials, Durand was a temporary agreement with the 
RAJ in India - one that needs reassessment with Pakistan. However, Durand is not the immediate 
matter of contention. The resurgence of Taliban in FATA region of Pakistan has led to the worst 
relations in years between the two. 
  
Historically, Afghan interests were identified in aiding separatist movements inside  
Pakistan while Pakistan benefited from Soviet influence and ultimately the Soviet invasion by 
forming lucrative alliance with the US and serving as a base camp for recruiting Jihadists to fight 
against the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Pakistan’s current interests are in keeping 
Afghanistan under its influence for gaining “strategic depth” against India, trade route to Gas and 
Oil rich Central Asian states and ultimately Pakistan needs to redirect local dissent and 
fundamentalist elements towards Afghanistan in the form of Taliban or other cross border 
activities to keep its own political ship sturdy.  
 
Among many other issues, the above mentioned cloud any sphere of possibilities and are a 
destabilizing force. Both countries face policy dilemmas in order to contain the epidemic 
regional insecurity.    
 
A simplistic evaluation of dilemmas: 
The Afghan authorities have continuously demanded that Pakistan shut down Taliban sanctuaries 
without presenting an equally important substitute to Pakistani interests.  
Pakistan, on the other hand, has campaigned politically to declare the Durand line its permanent 
border with Afghanistan. Assuming both countries give up on certain demands for instance; if 
Pakistan concedes to pressure and closes down sanctuaries and roots out  
Taliban, it loses leverage against Afghans and strategic advantage  
against India, at the very least. Previously, such attempts have been replicated against the Pak 

                                                 
1 Abdul Ghafar Farahi, The Era of Democracy and Republic in Afghanistan 2003 Page 298  
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government in form of increased suicide attacks and political unrest within Pakistan.  
Pakistan will thus not easily give up on this bonus of having Taliban on their side. Economic 
incentives and international pressure might shift Pakistan’s preserving policy towards its own 
militant Taliban into a confrontational policy – beneficial for Afghanistan.  
If Afghanistan concedes to Pakistan’s demands and declares Durand line the official border 
between both the countries then Afghanistan loses its claim to territory. Afghanistan is 
unanimously known as a weak state, if not a failed one. Conceding more would make the state 
weaker and diminish the government’s influence on tribal areas of both sides. It will also directly 
threaten the government’s legitimacy as they fail to protect traditional values and a territory that 
has Afghan parentage.  
 
Analysts often underestimate the backstage role of India in this arena of political dilemmas. 
Pakistan’s biggest dilemma is its security equation against a powerful India.  
India indirectly benefits from these two states pursuing their dominant  
strategies – not conceding under any conditions. Strategies and dilemmas have reversed in 
regards to India. For instance, the Taliban and their Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan provided 
strategic depth to Pakistan in late 90s but now Pakistan is nostalgic about the close ties of India 
and Afghanistan- a reversal of strategic lead for Pakistan.  
 
A tri National Puzzle: Afghanistan, Pakistan and the US  
In modern struggle for sovereignty, it is unlikely that states yield to separatists. The Afghan 
authorities should consider a progressive approach to the issue of Durand line.  For Pakistan, the 
Taliban represent the winner’s curse; not a spearhead against India but a destabilizing force, not 
only against foreign interests but also against an unruly force whose sting has hurt Pakistan itself. 
Pakistan must understand that the Taliban are a wrong piece to negotiate over. An alternative of 
incentives, substitute strategies and progressive policies are keys to containing the descent of this 
whole region into chaos.  
 
Needless to be redundant, the Taliban and Pakistan are not the only factors of insecurity in 
Afghanistan. To a great extent, the Afghan government’s incompetence, inefficiency, drug trade 
and corruption are major reasons of the support for Taliban elements and insecurity in the 
country. Because “democracies do not go to war with democracies”, Pakistan has taken a step 
forward, theoretically at the very least, in making regional politics representative of the interests 
of masses.  
 
In regards to Afghanistan and Pakistan, the United States’ policies are often not preventive and 
come with extreme side-effects. The United States has hinted of going after militant elements 
within Pakistan. Coercion will however risk the fragile order to change into tense bilateral 
relations between US and Pakistan; in fact, it will adversely affect the relations among regional 
states whose strategic interests are interconnected.  
 
The problems are thus complex without any quick fix solutions and are embedded into a 
catalogue of sub problems making it a multi leaking tank. Running water will not hold until all 
the leaks are plastered-simultaneously. There is a need for mutual trust and reforms directed at 
grassroots levels between Afghanistan, Pakistan and India- in regards with the Afghan dilemma.   
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Security:Security:Security:Security:    
 
Police Force in Corruption 
 
The World Bank ranked Afghanistan in the second or third lowest percentile in controlling 
corruption in the government institutions. Corruption is widespread across the country and the 
people of Afghanistan believe that the government officials such as police officers engage in 
various forms of corruption; misuse of the public funds and land, involvement in drug trade and 
bribe. It is also widely believed that the Afghan police forces are involved in violation of law. 
For example, the police force reportedly has been involved in or associated with the criminals in 
robberies, kidnapping and thefts in Afghanistan.2 Currently the Afghan people’s perception of 
the police force is negative and it would continue to aggravate unless and until the government 
takes serious measures to curb corruption in the Afghan police force. 
 
 
There are several speculations about the police force engaging in corruption. On June 21, 2008, 
the interior ministry detained 15 police officers in Kabul for their alleged involvement in 
corruption and violation of law. Among the 15 police officers, was also the Chief of Crime 
Branch of Kabul district. The Kandahar prison break is another instance where the people of 
Kandahar believe that the police force, including the prison officials, facilitated the attack by the 
Taliban on Kandahar prison; over 900 prisoners including 381 political prisoners managed to 
escaped from the prison in the attack.3 The people of Kandahar in general believe that because of 
the corrupt officials in ANP and other government institutions, the efforts that people had made 
to arrest the criminals and the insurgents have gone futile. The prison incident further tarnished 
people’s perception of the government officials, especially the police force, as they got 
disappointed with the government for failing to curb corruption in the government institutions. 
 
Drug trade is another area where the engagement of police force, especially at high ranks, is 
reported. Some reports have indicated that 80% of the police force is involved in drug trade in 
the country.4 The police force allegedly has a hand in smuggling of drugs from the North to the 
south and east and from there to the border provinces.5 In addition, according to the Afghan 
Independent Human rights Commission (AIHRC), 15 % of human rights violations reported in 
Afghanistan have been committed by the Afghan police. During CAPS field visits, the people in 
Badghis, Faryab, Kapisa and Kandahar claimed the police officers had tortured and intruded 
people’s houses and taken away money and jewelry from the family members. 
 
 

                                                 
2 CAPS’ research team interviews with the locals during  field visits in various provinces 
3 CAPS interviews with the people of Kandahar, June 18, 2008) 
4 Library of parliament, INFOSERIES, Afghanistan: The rule of law  
5 CAPS’ research team interviews with the locals during   field visit 
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Consequences of Corruption:  
The population in Afghanistan is believed to be the centre of gravity in the insurgency and 
without the support of the population, countering this insurgency would remain an elusive 
dream. The government therefore should be adequately focused on addressing the needs of the 
population, the fulfillment of which would help the government achieve the goodwill of the 
people. One way to accomplish the goodwill of the people is to curb corruption. Corruption 
erodes people’s trust in the government and governance is the only means through which a 
government delivers its services to the population. If governance is seen as incompetent or 
corrupt, people would get disillusioned as the services (public goods) that government provides, 
such as security, education, healthcare, cannot be easily provided by the private entities. 
Providing of these services in a fair and transparent way is therefore critical as the people have 
little, if any, alternatives to the government. If corruption is not curbed, it would have the 
following implications for the government: 
 

1. The police force is in direct contact with population and it is responsible for maintaining 
security and order in the community. In addition, because of their physical proximity to 
people, they are often the best source for gathering intelligence locally. If the police force 
itself is corrupt and involved in illegal activities, there would be no other institution 
enabling and providing security in the community. This would lead to deterioration in 
security, as experienced during the last six years. Security in Afghanistan has slided back 
since 2001 not because the insurgents are strong but because the government in general is 
weak and most of the officials in the government institutions are perceived as 
incompetent and corrupt.  

  
2. The people of Afghanistan already have a negative perception of the police force in the 

country and if corruption persists in the police, it would make people more resentful 
towards the police force. Perceptions are formed at a local level; for a common man out 
on the street or in a village, the efficiency of local administration and police is infinitely 
more critical than the broad policy statements pronounced in Kabul. The competence (or 
the lack of it) at the local level thus creates perceptions and these perceptions widen or 
narrow the gap between the people and the government. The current and tarnished image 
of the Afghan police force would contribute further to the widening gap between the 
people and the government which could be counterproductive in the counterinsurgency 
efforts. During CAPS’ field visits to the insecure provinces, people in general have had 
several grievances against the police force.  

 
3. The police force is an important part of the executive branch of the government and its 

image in the Afghan community impacts on the other branches of the government; the 
legislative and the judiciary. Framing the laws without having the muscle and the credible 
institutions to enact them is akin to developing a new script without the people who 
would interpret it to others. Gross violation of laws over a prolonged period can be seen 
as casting the laws into desuetude, i.e. reducing working rules to paper rules that are no 
longer binding. Disagreement with laws is different from disagreement with the rule of 
law, which entails that no man is above the law. In the absence of an effective police to 



CAPS Weekly Country Report: 16 June to 22 June 2008 
 

Page 14 of 19 

enforce law and order, and with the deteriorating image and credibility of the police and 
other government institutions, this difference might fade into history. 

 
 
Conclusion: 
A competent and strengthened government is believed to be the first step toward winning against 
the insurgents in Afghanistan. The Afghan government, through curbing corruption in the 
government institutions such as the ANP and Judiciary, could, to a large extent, accomplish 
competence and credibility and narrow the gap between itself and the people. When the people 
are inclined towards and have confidence in the government, they would have more reasons to 
support the government against the insurgents, drug lords and other criminals. In addition, the 
international community could contribute much to the Afghan government in curbing corruption 
by helping to strengthen the Afghan government economically and building its capacity.  
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SECURITY DATA – CAPS Violent Actors ProjCAPS Violent Actors ProjCAPS Violent Actors ProjCAPS Violent Actors Projectectectect 

 
June 16: 

 - (Yahoo News): Afghan officials say Taliban militants are destroying bridges and planting 
mines in several villages they control outside southern Afghanistan’s largest city. Police officer 
Sardah Mohammad says more than 700 families — meaning perhaps 4,000 people or more — 
have fled the Arghandab district 10 miles northwest of Kandahar city. 

 - (Afghan Islamic Press news agency): Coalition and Afghan National Security Forces killed 20 
Taliban after they attacked a combined reconnaissance patrol in Daichopan District, Zabul 
Province, yesterday (15 June), a coalition statement said Monday [16 June]. 

 - (New York  Times): Hundreds of Taliban fighters have swarmed into a strategically important 
district just outside Kandahar, the biggest city in southern Afghanistan, apparently in a push for 
control just days after 400 Taliban members escaped in a spectacular breakout from the 
Kandahar prison, officials said Monday. 

 - (Quqnoos.com): Governor says military efforts are under way to retake districts The Taliban 
have occupied four districts in the province of Helmand, according to the provincial governor 
Gulab Mangal. The governor said the army was currently trying to re-take the districts of Marjar, 
Baghran, Washer and Naw Zad.  

 

June 17: 

 - (New York  Times): Afghan families continued to flee the Argandab District in southern 
Afghanistan on Tuesday as Taliban fighters and NATO and Afghan forces prepared to battle 
over the strategic region.The Taliban have taken control of 18 villages west of the Arghandab 
River and started digging trenches and laying mines, a tribal elder from the region said. NATO 
and Afghan forces moved into the region and dropped leaflets warning civilians to stay inside if 
fighting erupted nearby.  

 - (Taliban Voice of Jihad website): Last night, the mojahedin of the Islamic Emirate, in a large-
scale direct attack, captured Shokur Dutaq, an important post of the police of the puppet 
administration, situated 5 km to the west of Arghestan District centre on the road to Kandahar 
city.  
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June 18: 

 - (The Associated Press): Helicopters fired missiles and jets buzzed overhead as hundreds of 
NATO and Afghan forces hunted Taliban militants in villages outside Kandahar, killing 36 
insurgents, officials said. 

 - (AFP): One Afghan civilian was killed and another wounded in an ongoing assault by local and 
NATO forces on Taliban militants near the southern city of Kandahar , the international force 
said. 

 - (Afghan Islamic Press news agency): Four policemen have died and three others have been 
wounded in a mine blast [in eastern Afghanistan]. The border police commander in Khost 
Province, Col Shir Ahmad Kochi, said: “A vehicle of the border police was hit by a mine in 
Ailsher District of Khost Province, as a result of which four border policemen were killed and 
three others wounded. 

 - (Afghan Islamic Press news agency): Two foreign soldiers have been wounded and two 
civilians killed in a suicide attack [in western Afghanistan]. A senior army officer of the Safar 
Army Corps No 207 in Herat Province, Lt-Col Gholam Faruq Nahimi, said a suicide bomber this 
noon drove his car into a convoy of foreign forces on the Farah-Kandahar highway in Delaram 
area, as a result of which two foreign soldiers were wounded and their tank destroyed. 

 - (Afghan Ariana TV): In a statement Afghanistan National Security Directorate says that a 
Pakistani national has been arrested on charges of planning to carry out suicide attack in eastern 
Nangarhar Province. The statement says that detained Pakistani man was ordered by Pakistani 
Taliban Commander Baitullah Mehsud to carry out suicide attack inside Afghanistan. The 
Pakistani national and one of his partners were arrested before being able to launch their attack. 

 

June 19: 

 - (Pajhwok Afghan News Agency): Security forces in southern Zabul province on Thursday 
claimed killing three suspected Taliban and injuring four more during an encounter in Shah Joy 
district of this province. Faridullah Khogiani security chief of Zabul police headquarters told 
Pajhwok Afghan News the incident erupted after a group of Taliban blocked Kabul-Kandahar 
highway and searched vehicles on the road. 

 - (Pajhwok Afghan News Agency): Unidentified gunmen shot dead a doctor and his guard in 
northern Kunduz province, security officials said Thursday. Brig Gen Abdul Rahman security 
chief of Kunduz police headquarters told Pajhwok Afghan News militants killed Dr Masoom and 
his guard, Muhammad Aiwaz, in a clinic, run by UK-based Merlin NGO in Qala-e-Zal district of 
the province on Wednesday night. 

 - (Pajhwok Afghan News Agency): Five local officials in the northern Parwan province were 
wounded in a roadside bomb blast on Thursday.Acting police chief of the province Syed Baqir 
Murtazavi said a remote-controlled bomb went off as a police convoy escorting provincial 
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officials in Siagard district was passing.The five officials were midlevel administrative and 
military representatives of the province, said Baqir. 

 - (Pajhwok Afghan News Agency):Taliban fighters attacked the headquarters of Wazi Zadran 
district in the southeastern Paktia province Wednesday night.There are two different versions of 
the incident presented by local officials and NATO troops. 

 

June 20: 

 - (Pajhwok Afghan News Agency): An ISAF soldier and five civilians were killed in a suicide 
attack on a foreign military convoy in Greshk town of southern Helmand province on Friday, 
police and the U.S. military said.Helmand police chief Mohammad Hussein Andiwal initially 
said 10 civilians were killed in the attack but he later told Pajhwok Afghan News he had been 
misinformed and five civilians had been killed and five other wounded in the blast. 

 - (Pajhwok Afghan News Agency): It is pertinent to mention here that it was the second suicide 
blat on Friday, earlier a suicide blast on foreign troops was also reported from Khost province 
which had caused on losses. 

 - (Pajhwok Afghan News Agency): A second coalition service member died of gunshot wounds 
suffered while conducting operations in Helmand province Thursday around 8 p.m. A 
communiqué received to Pajhwok Afghan News from Bagram military base said this is the 
second member who died as a result of the operation.  

 

June 21: 

 - (ASSOCIATED PRESS): A bomb killed four troops from the U.S.-led coalition and seriously 
wounded two others in southern Afghanistan on Saturday, the coalition said. The bomb went off 
as the troops were conducting operations in Kandahar province, a coalition statement said. 

- (AFP):Six foreign troops including a Polish national were slain in bombings in Afghanistan on 
Saturday, the forces said, making it the deadliest day for international soldiers in the war-torn 
nation this year. 

 

June 22: 

 - (Reuters):Rockets fired from Pakistan hit a residential area in eastern Afghanistan killing four 
civilians, Afghan officials said on Sunday, one of three cross-border attacks around the same 
time overnight. 
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 - (ASSOCIATED PRESS):NATO forces returned fire across the Afghan border at attackers in 
Pakistan, officials said Sunday, an incident that could stir tension between Washington and 
Islamabad over the response to militants in the lawless border region. 

 - (AFP):A man and a child were injured Sunday when NATO-led British troops patrolling the 
volatile southern Afghan city of Kandahar opened fire on a civilian car, witnesses said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Note: The Security Data of 22 June 2008 will be included in next weekly Report] 

 


