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enforce haircuts with scissors and automatic approximately 1839, when the British, follo wed
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school bells have been banned, and women are coaling station and food source along the route to

beaten for wearing brassieres. Somalia, the war India. Ethiopia soon angled for control in 1889. It

torn country in the horn of Africa, is experiencing was not until almost 100 years later in 1960 that the

such intense violence that it is now spilling onto the British and Italian colonies in Somalia gained t heir
international stage as insurgent elements profess independence. Later in 1969, General Muhammad

loyalty to the global terrorist organization al - Siad Barre took control of Somalia in a military

Qaeda, conduct suicide operations at home and coup following the assassination of President

abroad, and plot assassinationsall in the name of Abdirashid Ali Shermarke. Barre applied scientific

Islam. With an ineffective national gove rnment, socialism to the nation; banning clanism while

dire poverty , and rampant fight ing, Somalia is enhancing literacy and attempting to educate the

viewed as a strategic nation and problem for nation in his vision. Despite some benevolence

foreign governments to steady in this global fight UOPEUE wl DU wx21§ear®digdwas EUUIT z U
against terrorism and instability. This report will marked by a horrific human rights record. *

address a number of issues identified by the Barre was overthrown in 1991 by clan-based
International Centre for Political Violence and militias under warlord Mohamed Farrah Ai did .

Terrorism Research (ICPVTR) over the past year Since then,Somalia has truly become a lawless land

that merit further analysis and elucidate the with no proper administration. Beginning in

POxOPEEUPOOUWOI w2 OOmODPE z UwAdyiustebd, sanie Miéntabdovemments have
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terrorism hotbed, not dissimi lar to the Federally by a mix of destabilizing pressure from
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) in Pakistan, will international players and internal rival ry among
be evaluated. Islamic factions and ethnic tribes vying for

influence and power. The Union of Islamic Courts
(herein referred to as Islamic Courts) played a
particularly vital role in this battle for control,
creating a number of divisions inc luding a youth
(I militant wing Al -Shabaab? until it was unseated by
an Ethiopian offensive in December 20063 Despite
its patronage, Al-Shabaab always had a tense

ETHIOPIA relationship with the Islamic Courts, who sought a
SOMALIA more moderate child.4 Along with a number o f
Mogadishu tribal elements, Al-Shabaab has continued to fight
o against foreign intervention and the secular
KENYA g*cd::: Transitional Federal Government (TFG), while

restoring its view of sovereignty and self -dignity
with poor, disenfranchised recruits. ®In February
2010, AlShabaab built on previous statements of
support and made a decisive shift in its character
by publicly aligning with global terrorist network
#1, atQaeda’ Somalia is in a truly dire state.

Map of Somalia
Source: BBC News Online
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The Clans

Somalia, as a ountry , has been moreof a colonial
concept than reality. There are five main clansand
numerous sub-clans at work in Somalia. The
Hawiye clan is most closely associated with the
Islamic extremists and represents some 25% of the
population. 7 Traditionally , it is located in the areas
north of Mogadishu and stops below Puntland. 8
Northwest Somaliland and eastern Ethiopia is the
territory of the Isaaq clan,a tribe representing 22%
Of w2 O 0E O bHhelbarsd cl@rxisihe dnost
widely distributed tribal net work and accounts for
some 20% of the Somali population.1? It covers
Puntland and a little further south, as well as the
area bordering Kenya.!t The Rahanweyn clan is the
most mixed of the groups and includes 17% of the
population . It is located below the southern
Ethiopian border and cover s a good amount of
territory. The Dir clan representsapproximately 7%
of the population and is mainly located in
Somaliland. Its territory also includes a sliver

EzUw( OUOEEPODUA
north of Kismayo and the area south of
Mogadishu. 12

These patrilineal clans in Somalia dominate

social and political life, but are insufficient to unite
the nation and reassert stability. Historically, they
have often fought each other over access to
resources and territory. Members of one clan are
known to ma rry a partner from another clan,
illustrating the fairly fluid nature of the system.
+0aEOUa wlOwO GlaytypicalyO E OwO U wU
supersedes other allegiances, but the insurgent
groups are starting to assert their geographic and
religious authority over tow ns and village leaders.
Indeed, the dominant insurgent groups, like Al -
Shabaab (see below) are quite diverse in their tribal
composition and do not command a particular
clan.t3In fact, several clan militias and clerics began
to actively oppose Al-Shabaab h January 2009,
expelling the group from Galgadud in central
Somalial4 Meanwhile, Sufi clerics in their
respective tribes are openly encouraging
individuals to support the government and rebuild
the nation.®®
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Al-Shabaab exercises in Lebanon in August and September

Against the TFG, the key player in Somalia is Al- 20062 In July 2010, Al-Shabaab cemented its
Shabaab, an organization dedicated to fighting the international reach by conducting two highly
government and Ethiopian supporters, as well as successful attacks in Kampala, Uganda targeting
establishing Sharia law across the nation. In nationals, World Cup fans, and foreigners to
conjunction with al -Qaeda, Al-Shabaab intends to punish those who support the African Union

wage jihad against the West and any foreign Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and also practice
cohorts. Fighters are recruited from inside and anything but their warped interpretation of Islam. 22
outside Somalia. The movement may have between

3000 and 7000 fighters, although the upper limit Hizbul Islam

may include individual s technically belonging to An uneasy rivalry and even an occasional alliance
other groups. 16 After a review of all publicly exist between Al-Shabaab and Hizbul Islam, who
available ranges, the best estimat¢ including both grew from the Islamic Courts and seek very
dedicated foreign fighters| puts Al-2 | E E E E E z U w similar ends for Somalia. Hizbul Islam, the creation
strength at approximately 4,000 individuals. of four merged Islamic groups, is dominated by the

Marehan and Darod Clans. Hizbul Islam frequently
fights A |-Shabaab for control over territory,
especially ports, but hasalso joined Al-Shabaab in
attacks against international organizations and
announced its intention to merge with the Islamic
youths on a number of occasions?, Uz EUOE U w1 E
Kamboni (the Ras Kamboni Brigade) was
previously aligned loosely with Hizbul Islam , but
is now part of Al -Shabaah?4 Hizbul Islam has an
unknown number of fighters, but retains sufficient
numbers to launch serious attacks against Al-

Shabaab and hold certain territories.

Graduation Ceremony from Al -Shabaab
Train ing Camp, January 2010 Al-Qaeda o
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began in the 1990s and likely centeredon training
Somalis to resist the American presence which
cumulated in the infamous 1993 Black Hawk Down

Within Somalia, Al -Shabaab is mat closely
affiliated with the Hawiye clan that represents
some 25% of the population.” Al-Shabaab brutally
controls significant territory in the Bay and Bookol
region, south-central Somalia, and parts of
Mogadishu, Puntland, and Somaliland. It also

controls Hiran province, the Lower and Middle Qaeda after four years of informal ties when the
Juba, Gedo, and the Lower and Middle Shabellet® local insurgents considered al-Qaeda the

Most importantly, several major ports, including 28500011 DwoOi wi GOREBBEUWDOwW?2 O
Marka and Kismayo, have been or are under the Prior to the official announcement. a

control of the Islamic extremists and/or number of propaganda and support videos linked
sympathizers.2 The Kenyan border is akey the two groups, while fighters from both sides

strategic area for Al-Shabaab That region is used traveled to fight and even die for their collective

for training, engagng with al -Qaeda, and cause?’ The digital productions by Al -Shabaab and
launching attacks in neighboring provinces. In al-Qaeda aresimilar in style and quality. Al -

addition, there are loose ties between Hezbollah Shabaab videos are hosted on aQaeda web forums
and Al -Shabaab based on some alleged training and are reminiscent of the Algerian Salafist Group

incident. 25 It would not be until February 2010 that
the relationship between Somali insurgents and al-
Qaeda would be official, however. For the past 9x
months, Al -Shabaab has aligned itself with al



for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) when they were remain in control of thesedecisions and have

requesting integration with al -Qaeda? Ayman al - rejected other Al-Shabaab demands, suclas a
Zawahiri, al-0 E1 E E z U undol)dalled od w request for weapons from the 2008 hijacked
Somalis to use guerrilla tactics, suicide attacks, and Ukrainian ship. Yet, the pirates do not have
roadside bombings to attack Ethiopian troops in sufficient numbers or weapons to militarily defeat
January 20072 Later videos showed Somali Al -Shabaab if it decides to reinvigorate its April
individuals pledging allegiance to al -Qaeda and 2010 offensive against the pirates3®

recruiting young fighters from abroad to join th e
struggle. Al -Zawabhiri used select videos to praise
key Al-Shabaab offensves and link their action to
the global jihad, especially efforts against America.
Key Al -Shabaab figures, like Mukhtar Roobow
(then spokesman), have been featured in alQaeda
propaganda videos.3°

Somalia has also served as a protectorate for
global terrorists. Al-Shabaab has sheltered al
Qaeda operativey including Fazul Abdullah

Mohammed, Saleh Ali Saleh Nabhan (deceased) Somali Pirates
and Abu Taha al Sudani, all of whom were Source USNavy
involved in the 1998 US embassy bombings in Other Involved Groups
Kenya and Tanzania3! Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 31T w T OUwW2U0OEWPEOW) EOEZ Ew
Peninsula (AQAP) has also allegedly assisted AF TFG signed an agreement in March 2010 whereby
Shabaab, as well as relocated some of their top the rebel forces will help combat Al -Shabaab in
leadership to Somalia in April 2010.%2 exchange for senior military positions and

_ ministerial posts. The agreement was part of a
Pirates larger peace deal offered to many militant groups
Pirates play an important strategic role in the in hopes of national reconciliation. 3" A small faction
Somali conflict. Typically considered a Ol w T OUW2UOOEWPEOW) EOEe Ewi |
destabilizing force, the pirates are, ironically , the Oi i WEIl EOOWEEOODPOT wPUWEW?86
only organization that can mediate the more group...intended to disintegrate the group .23 Other
extreme policies of Al-Shabaabto a certain extent anti-Somali government groups include: Alliance
For this reason, Al-Shabaab is attempting to expand to Re-liberate Somalia (ARS), A-lttihad al -Islami
its area of control and operations to places where (AIAl), al -Qaeda, Jabhatall UOEOPAEOwW, Uz E
pirates are prevalent, like Harardhere, as well as *EOEOOPOWE OE w, Ygrited, Agctime O OO
train young men for pirating and demand larger enemy of Ethiopia, has been accused by theUS of
shares of ransom moniesobtained by pirate arming and funding Al -Shabaab insurgents
groups.®In particular, Al -Shabaab has allegedly Eritrea, in general, has received strong
supplied weapons, train ing, and security to the condemnation from the international community
pirate factions operating in the South in return for a for its alleged fueling of the conflict.

cut of the booty, either goods or money, as
confirmed by residents. 3% However, the pirates
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Social Conditions

that trafficked Somalis from their native land,

200EOPEz UwxIi Ox OfionudndEfamine O E U U thfdowmyh theEMiddle East to Brazil, and into

as the fighting continues to disrupt hundreds of
thousands of lives. According to the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR),
some 1.4 million people have been internally
displaced since 1988 owing to civil war and clan-
based grife. The UNHCR believes there islittle

chance ofproviding adequate assistance because of

the dangerous conditions in the territories aid
workers would be located .4t In addition, there are
approximately 560,000 refugees??

Somali School at the Dadaab Refugee Camp in Kenya
Source: The White House

Amidst this, Somalia has the 7t highest
birth rate in the world with 43.33 births/1,000
population and the 13t highest death rate at 15.24
deaths/1,000 population.#3 Although Somalia has a
low HIV/AIDS infec tion rate compared to its
African neighbors (13,000t 45,000, with some
estimates as high as 100,000 or 1% of the adult
population) it is still considered a serious
problem as most sexually active individuals lack
any proper education regarding protectio n and
prevention measures.** The constant struggle to
U0UYDPY! wi EVWOEOa wOil wUT 1
the United Nations refugee camps across the
Ethiopian border or paying smugglers to help them
escape for the possibility of a better future.*¢ In one
high-profile case, an alleged smuggling ring was
uncovered by US authorities

America via Mexico. 4" As the US and others
continue to face extremist threats from Al -Shabaab
youths in their borders, these dangerous and
deadly smuggling networks are something that
Western nations are taking quite seriously.

Literacy rates are poor in Somalia.
Improving the percentages of the people who could
read and write was a high prior ity under Barre, but
only 24% of the nation could do so by 199148 In
2001, it was estimated that his number has risen to
37.8%o0f those over 15 years of ageMen are much
more likely to be literate than women 4 The
rampant fighting in parts of Somalia con tinues to
active disrupt the education that young people
desperately need. Al-Shabaabrecruits children
from Kismayo to join its ranks by offering cash and
the excitement of a militant life. Faced with
extremely poor job prospects and little hope for the
future, the modest incentive provided by Al -
Shabaab is enough to cause youths tabandon
their education in favo r of a gun.5® The Islamic
insurgents also interfere directly in the schools. For
instance, school bellswere outlawed in Jowhar (55
miles north of Mogadishu) in April 2010 because
they sound like church chimes and are therefore
unlslamic. st

Somali Dadaab Refugee Camp in Kenya
Source: BBCNews Online



Somali Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons

Source: United Nations High Commissio n for Refugees, January 2010




