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SAUDI INITIATIVES IN COUNTERING TERRORISM

In his presentation, Sheikh Ahmad Jelani provided a 
background of the rehabilitation centre before giving 
details on the beneficiaries and religious programmes. 
The centre, Sheikh Jelani pointed out, acts as a transition 
point for detainees who are about to be released. They 
live in protected facilities with residential compounds, 
library, sports and entertainment facilities.

Launched in 2007, it is a temporary setting situated at 
the outskirts of Riyadh. The centre focuses on imparting 
knowledge, improving behaviour and developing life 
skills. A number of its programmes is carried out by 
professors from Saudi Arabia‘s universities with the aim 
of shaping the personality of the individuals in the centre. 
These programmes are conducted after the completion 
of the counselling stage in prison.

The idea for establishing the centre came about in 
response to the difficulties faced by former detainees 
in re-integrating into society after their release. To help 
them, the centre provides general practical skills to deal 
with life after their release.

There are two types of beneficiaries at the centre: those 
who returned from Guantanamo, as well as those from 
local prisons, including those who attempted to travel to 
Iraq. Out of the 302 beneficiaries undergoing programmes 
at the centre, 182 of them are from local prisons while the 
remaining 120 are Guantanamo returnees. At the centre, 
they are reminded that it is not a prison, and that prison 
regulations do not apply there. They are then grouped in 

clusters of 15 to 20 individuals and placed in their own 
units to attend specific programmes. The centre helps to 
de-stigmatize detention by referring to these radicals as 
beneficiaries. Neither are the detainees required to put 
on prison garb nor use handcuffs.

In his explanation of the programmes, Sheikh Jelani 
highlighted that the programmes start one week after 
the beneficiaries‘ arrival to the centre and continue for 
about four months depending on individual cases and 
their cooperation and understanding of the programme. 
During the programmes, they go through an evaluation 
process and are given a 10-day vacation once every two 
months to spend time with their families. Throughout 
their programmes, they are allowed to make phone calls 
and granted familial visitations.

The 10-day vacation that is granted to them serves two 
purposes. First, it allows them to apply the lessons and 
skills they have learnt and acquired from the centre to 
the outside world. Second, it enables the authorities to 
determine whether they are ready for re-socialization. 
Their behaviour outside the centre is monitored and if 
they break any law, the law enforcement agency will take 
action and report them to the centre.

For the religious programmes, the beneficiaries are 
taught by seven professors who specialize in various 
Islamic religious sciences. Some of the topics that have 
been introduced in the religious programmes include 
the following:

•	 Interaction with non-Muslims in order to co-exist with 
	 them peacefully.
•	 Refutation of Al-Qaeda‘s violent ideology and the  
	 differences between Al-Qaeda and Islam.
•	 Issues on ‘protected blood‘ of non-muslims.
•	 The rights of leaders and rulers.
•	 Religious scholars who are allowed to give fatwas  
	 (Islamic rulings) and those who are unqualified to 
	 give fatwas.
•	 Jihad, its rules and stipulations.
•	 Takfirism.

Sheikh Jelani stressed that it is important that the 
beneficiaries are given a chance to speak their minds 
in these discussions as listening to them and starting a 
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