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~ Provoked? Four rules to
gu1de Muslim response

By MUHAMMAD
. Hanier HassaN
For The Straits szes

C MUSLIM response to the publrca- .
‘tion of cartoons in a_Danish -
newspaper;, depicting Prophet'-

“Muhammad  in -offensive. ways,

- Has béen varied. In various cotn- ..
- tries, there were rtiots, incidents
of arson, death threats, petitions .

and economic boycotts :

.o+ At the local level, Singapore ..
. ._Mushms tesponded-with com-
.. mendable restraint. Five:Muslim

'orgamsatrons issued a joint state~
" ‘ment criticising the caricaturesas

". ‘an-uncivilised act while rejecting .-
. .mits rests upon himiself alone; no

bearer of burdens shall be In_adef

. the. v1ofent response by some
~* Muslim¥ in other countries.

Another group of Muslim .or- .

‘ganisations issued a statementex-
_ pressmg the same message.

‘A dialogue was also held be-'\'

tween Muslim orgamsatlons and

the Danish ambassador-in Singa-'

. pore to enable both sides to listen batant, and-only the former is a

“to each other’s perspectives.

. ' Finally, a forum was organised"
* " ‘not only for Muslims to’ express-
- their féelings but also for the ula-.

ma (religious teachers) to’ guide
the community.

"How should Mu'shms around
' the world respond to such provo-
cations?. What are-the. guiding..-

“rules that can be discerned from

.. “Islamic teachings. that can help
_. Muslim civil societies respond to-.

. firture. provocatiofis?

There are four guiding tules.” -

¥ The firstis the ruleof peaceful

* . or non-violent résponse. Muslims

-believe that Islam mieans peace

and tranquillity. The best way for - -
- Muslims to manifest their beliefis -
- ‘through déed and:action. Hence
_ any-act of aggression and vio- -

lence would be not only inconsis-

itent with their own belief but also

a disservice to the religion.

3% The second is to, uphold'the .
- rule of law. Islam. em,phasrses or-.

-derliness. This ¢an be seen from
" .how “various rituals ‘in Islam

. would be nullified.should Mus-/

- lims fail to observe them i in thelr
orrect order. i
"Alsa,- Islam prohibits the

-:_ transgressron of any rule (The

" Quiran, 2:229), ‘Although this

- versespecifically prohibits trans-
.. . gression of the syariah, its appli:
catron jn the. context of a coum "+

try’s legal system is just as “rele-

vant if the laws do not contradict ..

. 'the teachings and principles of Ts-.
* . lam. Admittedly, some légal sys-
.'tems do not shate the. phllosophy

of Islam., -

* This, however; cannot be a"’

]ustrflcatron for rejecting all laws,
for- disobedience of laws. will
cause only lawlessness, which
brings greater harm to and invites

‘negative perceptlons towards'_'-

Muslims, -
»» The third rule is the rule of d1s-

Crimination. This means that any
- response should be directed.only

to the protagomist, not others.

" The Quran says: “‘And whatever
- (wrong) any human being com- -

to" bear . another’s burden.”

{62 164) Targeting non-protago-
“nists i$ unjust and contradicts the’
fundamental pillar of justice in Is- "
* lam. Even in jihad, Muslims are
;commanded to ‘discriminate: be- -

tween' combatant ‘and non-com-

legitimate target.

%> The fourth rule is that of pro-

portlonalrty The Quran says:

“The recompense for an-injury.is.
" an injury, equal: thereto (in de-
- - gree): But if a person forgives and
. makes reconciliation, -his reward
'is due from Allah.” (42 40) Islain
allows Muslims to repel evil do-, |
ing, but the religion does not al-
. low them to do it in a way that,
will cause an equal or greater evil
or injirstice.

_Tn the light of these rules of re- .
_sponse where the Danish car-
:foons are. concerned, Muslims
.may- ‘quéstion the’ approprlate-

ness -of punishing a dairy or bis- -
cuit company for an.act commit- -
ted by a privately owned
'newspaper company.

“The econcomic boycott i is a le-
gitimate coutse of action. -But in

‘the context of the caricature inci-
dent;, Muslims may ask: How

does such an act-proimote Islam: as
a teligion of “mercy for the uni-

verse” (21:107), if such an act re-,
. sults. in- the loss of iricome for
‘thousands of unrelated individu-:

als"who have families and chil-
dren to support and feed? .

. Stmply being Danish does not -
_make a company a legitimate tar-’
' get -for retaliation. .
And belng non—wolent in 1tse1f_'

does not riake 2 an actron rlght A
non-violent response can still be

“regarded as jllegitimate in Islam if
it is, not in-accordance with the’

law of the.land, or is discnmma—

“tory.and drsproportlo te...
Must “itbe..““an: eye for an -
eye”’? Islam allows a range of re- -
sponses:to provocation and insult
.dependmg onits grav1ty Howev- .-
-er, “‘an eye for an eye” is never

the one.and only available op-

tion. Islam etjoins Muslims “to -

repel (evil) with-what is better”

'(41 34, 23:96). It also calls to
,“forglve them, and “ovetrlook
 (their rnlsdeeds)” (5:13).

Sometiinés a response can be’

to‘turn away from the ignorant”
(7 199) — to. ignore the act.

‘Lastly, of course, is to “retali-

‘ate with the like of that with |
which you were . afﬂlcted” ’
(16:126). o

The. above four optlons are

"notin any: order of priority. Each

should be chosen based on the

" ¢ontext.and other considerations.
But .the.point is that Muslims - .
" should not see they have only -
- oné response open: fo them. -

They should have a strategic

.view by considering various op-

tions or a combination of these

- options which will: prov1de great- -
" er benefit to them. . '

“The recent debates relatlng to
the Danish caricatutes do show

up the gap in understanding be- .

tween the Muslim world and Eu-
1;; ‘Closing this gap cannot be
ie

ved simply by asking' Eu-
‘tope to understand Muslims and .

Islam: Muslims also need to un-

dprstand Europe and the chang-. .

mg international environment.,
To ensure that the responses

" of Singaporean Muslims remain
- commendable in the future, ef-
" forts should be made by Muslim -
ledders here to have local Mus-_
lims internalise these Tesponses
".s0.they Becomie part of the cul-
ture of Mushm c1v11 society
groups. -
" Finally, although the rules and.

options are deduced from the
teachings of Islam, they are
equally tseful for non-Muslim
civil society groups to consider.
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