Moderates to help
in fighting terror

Em Higgies

AUSTRALLL is developing a
plan 1o turn conviched termonsts
with the help of moderate Mus-
lirm leadzrs and engags in a
hearts-and-minds mmpaign io
counter radical [dam in ethnic
COmMmunities.

Federal mnd state authorities
hare established a taskforee at
the request of Atborney Gensal
Rotert McOezlland, and are con-
siting  Islamic countries  in
which am  =stimated 100,000
detainess have besn through
dltl'.‘lﬂlﬂii-lhﬂl‘l T O AT,

Seourity souroes said the move
reflected o TLII1I:|I'I'|IEI'||.I| shift of
stra under Kavin Budd, who
wis delermined to l|'|'|Ii1
[slarmic terrorism, «

s:h: -:uunl.u: i throu I‘-:-m:.
t' adership -:-Iﬂlhe

Fulln:rrrln;g a strirg of oomvic.
tions of Islamic terronsts arcund
the country im recent yesars
authorities ‘are concemed thers
is a risk of them ra-engagi
sfremist mctividies after ther
relemse withoot an effort 1o
convert them to moderate [slam

After disoussiors with over-
sz leaders, Mr MeClelland said
he had established the taskfone=
to look at options ko introduce
deradicalisation strategies as part
of a broader engagement with
the Miglim commimity to en-

courage moderat: klim: *Ex
perienice from arcund the workd
indicates that enlisting and en-
Bargllng familiss, communiti=s
rr-ud:ral.n:l::ig_lul.lslﬂdu:s-ls
crudial
] Victonan I:_-:-l::mm!ps
oS on e i,
Irpulgif-xn: member who i
February atterdad a conference

in Sogapore on the mme said
e st =rnment was inker-
el in demdicalisation efions

after the rial of several [slamic
trrovizts in 2 Mabourne coixt
|zt ear.

‘& birre now got a numiber
ol Eronsts who have recen
besn corvicked and s=ntenced,’
Mr Wise said.

W e hive an obligation 1o put
trem back inio the community
when they are redeassd in such a

that they engage in law-
It?dlnﬂ activiEis™

Efferis were cumertly limited,
altho Mielim chaplains were
availabl= to vist prisoners, he
sad. “We are in I:ﬂr prosoess of
developirg a maore sophisticated
approack ™

t & urderstcod e Prime
Minister is behird the new dirsc-
ion in deaing with terronsm.
Whil= in O ition, Mr Eudd
consuliad Professor Eohan Cun-
araina, head of a regional think
tank on terrorism in Singapaore.



