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The Rise of Female Radicals in Indonesia

herole of women in
Indonesia’s extremist groups
is changing. In the past, they
have operated mostly onthe
sidelines, buildingbridgesand -
helpmg jihadists to make local
connections in new places. While
Indonesia’s fernale extremists are not as
‘active as the infamous women of Sri
Lanka’s Tamil Tigers, they are beginning
to play more than simple supporting roles.

Alook at some Facebook pages,:
including that of Jamaah Ansharut
Tauhid, the hard-line group founded by
convicted terrorist Abu Bakar Bashir,
reveals young women participating in
radical and violent discussiong. Some say
that Indonesian police are thoghut, or
apostates, who have turned their back
on Islam and deserve to be killed. One
young radical girl from West Java boasts
about how she hasbeen learning how to
make bombs from the Internet. Some are
actively seeking out husbands who are
willing to conduct a suicide bombing or
to “ralke the head” of a Detachment 88
officer as a dowry.

In aprivate conversation during the
course of our résearch, one girl spoke of
her searclhi for a husband who would carry
out asuicide bombing. She was courtinga
man and had asked him. When he
declined, saying he wasn’t ready, she went
insearch of another man.

All this online discussion is beginning
to lead to real-world action. .

Earlier this month, four teenage girls
wearing the cadarwere arrested afier
leaving abook bombr in frontofapolice
brigadier’s house in Bima, West Nusa
Tenggara. Thebomb squad was called and
safely detonated the bomb.

Perhaps the most well-known woman
linked to the jihadist movement jn
Indonesiais Putri Manawaroh, who hid
Istamist militant Noordin Mohammad
_ Fopinherhome in Solo and was
subsequently sentenced to three years’
imprisonment. ThereisalsoFaridah
Abbas, the wife of Bali bomber Mukhias,
who wrote abook called “Mereka Bilang
Ayah Teroris” (“They Call My Fathera
Terrorist”) aimed atinspiring other
women to support their husbands’ jihad.

These eventsraise several important
questions. Why are women becoming
more involved? How are they accepted in
the historically male-dominated radical
community? How might their shiftto
more active and violent roles change the
nature of terrorism? And how must
counter-terrorism and deradicalization
efforts adapt to this change?

Our observations indicate that most of
the women who are tatking about and
participatingin viclentterrorism are
young and are influenced by a growing
amount of jthadist propagandathat
targets females. Though wormen also have
access to the radical messages through
pesantren (Istamic boardingschools), the
primary way they are exposed to this
ideology — especially those who were not
born into ‘radical’ families — is through
radical publications with sections that -
specifically target females.

Manyyoung women in particular have
never experienced any other narrative.
Theylive inan erawithready accessto
information technology thatgivesthema
clear picture of their reality — corruption,
poverty, asecular state — but also allows
them access to ideas about what mightbe.

These women are young, impatient,

highly susceptible to radical influences -
and they want to make a difference..

Traditionally, Maslim girls growing
upin Indonesia have been expected to
fulfill the traditional role of wife and
mother. However, our research indicates
that this has not stopped women who -
seek amore activerole frombeing
accepted in the jihadist community.,

Inthe future, extremist recruiters may
well actively séek out fernales who will
notonly support and participate in the
movementbut also motivate the men they
marryto play agreater role. Thistrend is
already worryingly on display in Pakistan,
which saw its first husband-and-wife
suicide bombingjustlast month.

Jihadist women introduce anew
variable into Indonesia’s extremist
community that could change how
attacks are planned and executed.

Itis impossible to predict exactly in
what way, but it will likely challenge the
current.counterterrorism paradigm.

Justasthe introduction of female
suicide bombers in othet parts of the
world forced anew defensive
strategy, Detachment 88 must be

These women are

‘young, impatient,

highly susceptibie to
radical influences—
and they wantto
make adifference

prepared to adapt quickly to any shiftin
terrorism tactics,

The unit has already faced this
problems whenthey attempted to
question the wife of Dulmatin, d man
believed to be one of the masterminds
behind the 2002 Balibombings. The
woman, Istiada, lived in the all-female Ulil
Albab pesantren. With no female field
officers, Detachment 88 had no choice but
tosend in aman. Their cover wasblown,

With women playing an increasing role
in terrorism, it would be prudent of the
force to start training female officers.
They must also pay attention to radical
female pesantren and start compilinga
database of women of interest.

Comprehensive deradicalization and
community engagement programs also
need tobe established and must target
females as wellas males, This might
require completely separate channels and
methods, with a staff ofhighly trained
female ustadzah (clerics), psychologists,
social workers and vocational trainers.

The government needs to work with
NGOs and social organizations like
Nahdlatul Ulama, using their networksto
spread values of tolerance and pluralism
and build resilience toradical teachings. A
national peace curriculum in schools
would also go along way toward reaching
young women before theyreach an age
where they will move into amore
family-oriented life and away from the
public arena,
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