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Battle against terror 
in Pakistan won't 
change after polls, 
say analysts 

JESSlNTA TAN 
jess~nta~ediacorp.com.sg 

PAKISTAN'S elections in Jan- 
uary are not likely to affect the 
country's efforts in helping the 
West fight global terrorism, but 
Islamabad needs international 
support to hunt down more ter- 
rorists, analysts in Singapore 
said yesterday. 

"I do not foresee any dif- 
ference in Pakistan's policy t e  
wards fighting extremism, h 

i whether or not there will be a 
change of government in Is- 
lamabad," Mr Saifullah Khan 
Mahsud, a research analyst at 
Nanyang Technological Uni- 
versity (NTU), told TODAY. 

Mr Mahsud, who works at 
NTU's International Centre for 
Political Violence and Terror- 
ism Research (ICPVTR), said: 
"Being a key ally of the United 
States, Pakistan's policy will re- 
main the same as far as fighting 
terrorism is concerned." 

"President Pervez Mushar- 

raf has provided very rigorous 
leadership in combating ter- 
rorists and he can only c6ntin- 
ue to do so as  a president," 
added Mr Mahsud, an Afghan 
who specialises in research on 
Pakistan's Federally Adminis- 
tered Tribal Area (Fata), which 
is bordered by Afghanistan to 
the west. 

According to ICPVTR re- 
search, A1 Qaeda leader Osama 
bin Laden is believed to be 
operating out of Fata, which cov- 
ers 1,520 miles of mountainous 

terrain. The population in this 
semi-autonomous tribal belt is 
predominantly Muslim and Fata 
is home to ethnically diverse 
tribes. 

Mr  Mahsud's colleague 
Dr Rohan Gunaratna, who 
heads ICPVTR, told TODAY that 
the Musharraf government has 
played a pivotal role in fighting 
A1 Qaeda and other terrorist 
groups in Fata. 

"Unfortunately, there is 
very little recognition of the 
contributions from its military 

as well as law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies in reduc- 
ing the threat of terrorism in 
tribal Pakistan - essentially 
Fata - and mainland Pakistan. 
The West must continue to as- 
sist Pakistan to control and con- 
tain the rising tide of extrem- 
ism," said Dr Gunarama. 

He agreed with Mr Mah- 
sud, saying he does not expect 
Pakistan's fight against terror- 
ism to change if either Benazir 
Bhutto or Nawaz Sharif, both 
former prime ministers, win 
the upcoming election. "How- 
ever, Mr Mushanaf was able 
to play a decisive role in fight- 
ing terrorism because he di- 
rectly controlled both the mili- 
tary and intelligence esta- 
blishments in the country," 
added Dr Gunaratna. 

He noted that in its close 
cooperation with the Ameri- 
cans in countering terrorism, 
Pakistan had paid a high price 
- its border in Fata has been 
eroded by terrorist activities. 

"It is essential for the West, 
together with Asian countries, 
to support Pakistan in further- 
ing its efforts amid the rise in 
extremism worldwide," Dr Gu- 
naratna said. 


