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‘Use Net. 'to.'
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 How to flgh S
hate websﬂes"
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zubaldah @sph COM.sg -

IGHI' ﬁre mth ﬁre when you ’
“enter cyberspace.. :
That’s what" Muslim leaders are
domg o counter tertortst or extremist
" idéologies on the Net. .

. rogue sites.. - N
“The moderate voices range from( .
“religious leaders to schiolars: 0 research
.analysts. :
One such counter-terronsm webstte
A features blog entries, forums, music’
and even videos.

” mteractlve multimedia clips and links
R - to similar sites. .
NOT R Vi 5 The first site belongs:t to local BRI
‘GOT-A VIEW? terrorism reséarch analyst Ustaz Muihd
“ Tell us Haniff Hassan; found at N
B i . counteridéology. moultiply.com. .
y e-ma The second is-the work of British.

tnp@sph com.sg -

" Islamic scholar Aftab Malik, whose_,
Please inclirde your '

websrte is at www.amalpress.com. _-

- full name and : . Though countries apatt, theif cause -

contact nuniber | . bmds them -~ they aim to dendunce
By SMS: ; _terronst ideologies by making their

TNPfeedhack - views-available ori the Internet..

. <space> yoilr name
<space> Your view.
Send to 77877

Thie Islamic Religious Council of
-Stngapore, or.Muis; has also startéd a
foruin: at www. 1ask.COm sgto answer s

ger
.. piisinformation that | charactense these’ -
‘ideologies. -

Another is filled with. book reviews; -

- the war agamst terror 1s on the
S Internet.

Offtine too there have been many
efforts to engage youths who may be’

: _Net'-sawy and mosque-shy.

- The reason: Leaders: know that

websites pi achmg extremrst

The foirr later carried out the attacks

" “ini July 2005 which killed 52" and
. 'injured more than 700 people

: BATﬂ.E ON THE. NEI'

Tertonsm research analysts have
warned that the next battleground in

" The recent arrest in Smgapore of.
law-trained academic Abdul Basheer

- Abdul Kader underscores. this view..

--'Abdul Basheer becaine m.f.luenced

- by extremist ideologies on the’ Intemet
and began to study Arabic to

undeérstand the language, of the
mujahidin fighters. i
He was.nabbed before he could ﬂy

to Pakistan; wheré he intended to fight .
alongsrde the Taliban in Afghanis an““ -

52.,1 zqqx,‘{ W 31'1 91"‘1 bloy ds ﬁ'A piin

20 exirernist websites datly at the
' .Ra]aratnam School of International -
- Studtes, said these srtes provtde a sense

) of community is cruc1a1 to completlng
the jihadist ¢ expenence -,

- . of rhetoric and lies,"
: mtsmterpreted 4nd manipulated to
C suck him into an ideology of- hate. -

'1eaders who spoke to’ The New Pa;Ser,

,MORE WEBSITES

The-most poW'érﬂ.tI tools.on the Net ;
are accessibility and interactivity.: 3
: The extremtsts know“r.hts and are

of community.’
s Ms Gtvner-Forbes said: Thls sense

u dtrectly toother -
radicals, ‘that person no-longer f feels,
. - "aloné’or fike an outcast for his stta.nge
7. views in his mainstreamnt community.”
At the same time, the; person 1s

h‘have been

~Muslim scholars and religious. -

1deol gles (See report on’ facmg page )

to be created.
He suggested havmg a websrte that

is Crakted by; say, ‘alocal Mtrsl.uﬁ
. Yo egminsee baeumgro VS BOUREOIL
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PAN'EL of respected scholars and
ligious leaders; known for their
ark in Islamic history and theology,
butt the top five most-cited i
eclogies on extremist websites.
JHAD, - )

tremists say: Wage holy war. In
her words, armed combat against
1yonte who threatens or endahgers

Islam. They legitimise their call by *

use of Quranic scriptures.
- Panel says: These scriptures, .
‘which refer to a specific '
historical event and context in
_the Quran, have been -
" misinterpreted.

Ilhad is an Arabic. word
eaning “to-strive”, “to make an
most effort” or “to struggle" and
is can be striving to attain perfect
ith or promoting justice.”

Islam has several rules of .
igagement to be met before going: to
veni'so, the act of war itself is
d a last resort, not -
g to be.championed at the

So, to equate jihad w1th terronsm
sacnlegrous

There is no textin, the Quran which
nctlons attacks stch as Sept-11.

NON-MUSLIMS . .
tiremists say' All dlsbehevers are

" ..Quran which show:

_to have good relauons w1th

. Panel says. Contrary to-this, Telam
. emphasises respect and goodwill to -

all humankiitd, regardless. of race or

treaties wlth them. Lo
There are many. verses in the.

of peace, designe

non-Muslims.

.. Using. coercron to convert is
rdeemed wrong -

MARTYRDOM

. Extremists say: Can"y out suicide

bombmgs and die a martyr. .
Panel says: These ate distorted.

comparisons between martytdom and -
" suicide operatlons They are notthe -

same.

. Amartyr is someone who dies in .-
‘the cause of God, like Prophet
Muhammad’s. compamons, who died. .

defending Islam.
-On the other hand, sulcrde

bombings are abhorred in Islam’ for a

several reasons

;anisation with links to Muslim
lola.rs and noted rehgmus teachers
rldwide, in addition to local ones.
For a start, Muis in Smgapore
ently announced plans to’ ‘Cteate a

w website speuﬁca]ly catenng tothe.

igious needs-of the young:

It will be oﬂicra]ly launched in‘the .
«t few months and féatires®
eractive garnes, forums, webchat
ictions and. podcasts. " .
But websites should. complement
1erx efforts offiine. .. . :

In ahid te be,mare, ypwtlﬁafnquu

sques have orgamsed screenmgs of

» The scholars (frnm 1eft) Habib Hassan:Al-Attus, Mt Aftab Mali

Ustaz Mokamied Al .
File pictures ’

soceer matches, like durmg the World

Cup last June.; .

-Some mosques. have also offered .|
tattoo-removal services at .h'alf
market price: .

‘Even language bamers e bemg
tackled, to allow peopIe to le .

comfortable w1th

... Other than Malay, wh1ch has been -
: -the predominait language of _ehglo_us -
in$truction here, English ard, as;

-recently as Tast year, Tamll has been

OEr&cu‘mﬂg}A f:i qsdilsT oflY obizgials. -

Mr Aftab told The New Paper last

innocents; whlch is also wrong in:

"brothérthood. .

* Muslim do good, not ta achieve:
-violent-ends. -

of schola.rslup, and a scholastlc

- year that he very nea.rly got s sucked 1.nto‘
. aradical thredd ‘of thinking.: " - :

the -
: " East, he then joined a religious group
-which had material iri English. ~ |

m3yoc T =—wu

.Islam.

d,: oppressed or persecuted. Tt

uty as partof. the ah or.. Behevers to submit themselves toa

~ lifé'of peace -aiid ;armony w1th a]l of -
God‘s creations. - - .

s TIIE PANEL R
R4 Ustnz Mohamed Al.l, a resea.rch
-analyst at the Intemnational Cenire for

“Political Violence and Terrorism ~
Research, Rdjaratnam School-of - .
Internatlonal Studies.i in Nanyang

maniptlate this concept of

The concept of ummah is'to he}p a

- 'This is another example of how .
these radicals oppose over 1,000 yea.rs

He'was taught by ariimam (miosque -
>leader) in-Bristol; UK, who spoke only
"Punjabl : -

Unable to plck up the language and
’ _because most books of Islam at that .

time were imported fronrthe Middle -

QREPGRT*

; The New Paper
-team visifs the: ruot

~ of terror in the
-Mlddle East
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But the youths from the group ere
full of anger. : -
He giew uncomfortable and left- the
group, and sta.rted readmg w1de1y
about Islam. . . B

Mr. Aftab also cautloned agamst .
readmg ffom one Internet surce and., -~ - .
from peorlfeshetgmesl,g}ﬁﬂogl@su bns’ g
religious teachers”. o
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